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A 
Smooth Stone from the Brook. 
OR, 


AN HUMBLE ATTEMPT 
PREVENT BACKSLIDING 
PRINCIPLES 


OF THE 


COVENANTED CHURCH OF SCOTLAND, 


IN 
SOME LETTERS 


TO THE 


Rev. GEORGE LAWSON, 


BY THE 


Reverend WILLIAM WILLIS, 


MINISTER OF THE GOSPEL, GREENOCKE, 


REVELATION ii. 4, 5. 
« NEVERTHELESS, 1 HAVE SOMEWHAT AGAINST 
THEE, BECAUSE THOU HAST LEFT THY FIRST LOVE. 


« REMEMBER THEREFORE FROM WHENCE THOU 
ART FALLEN, AND REPENT, AND DO THE FIRST 
WORKS ; OR ELSE I WILL COME UNT THEE QUICK» 
Lr, AND WILL REMOYE THY CANDLESTICX OUT OF 
HIS PLACE, EXCEPT THOU REPENT.” 
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Printed for the Author, and ſold by M. OGLE—F. OGLE, 


Edinburgh —F. FowLER, Paiſley—GCG. L47RD,. 
Greenock, and by others.— 1799. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THERE will be publiſhed ſoon, A Defence of 
Miniſterial Faithfulneſs, Letters on Covenants, Mc. 
in a Dialogue between MR. Knox, junior, a Cove- 
venanter, and MR. SHARP, junior, a Malignant, 
in which a late trifling and profane Epiſtle, entitled 
A Covgratulary Letter to the Reverend Mr. W1L- | 
LIS, will be reviewed ; ſome account of the concealed 
authors of that deſpicable pamphlet will be given; 
their falſehoods detected; their miſrepreſentations of 
fads corrected, and ſome ſuitable advices given to 
the authors of that performance, who, according to 1 4 
their own account, ate a ſociety of twelve, where, in 
theſe eventful times, a mad man leads the blind, and in 
their meetings this ſociety, it is ſuſpected, gnaſh their 
teeth againſt the government of the country, and a- 
gainſt the ſubordinate ſtandards of the church of Scot« 
land. | | 
_ NEHEMIAH ii. 10. 
« When Sanballat the Horonite, and Tobiah the 
Servant the Ammonite, heard of it, it grieved them 


exceedingly, that there was come a man to ſeek the 
welfare of the children of Iſrael.” 
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LETTER VIII. 
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The Rev. GEORGE LAWSON. 


A ſmooth Stone from the Brook. 


REVEREND SIR, 


* 
1 HE Seceſſion church is very much injured by 
propoſed alterations in the Formula. The church 
of Chriſt, in the Seceſſion, may very juſtly complain, 
with the tree in the fable, that ſhe is rent aſunder 
with the wedge made of her own wood. She may 
complain with the eagle, that ſhe hath been ſore 
wounded with an arrow mounted with her own 
feather. Or ſhe may pour forth her lamentation 
in the beautiful, though plaintive language of divine 
inſpiration, I have nouriſhed and brought up chil- 
dren, and they have rebelled againſt me, 
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Yes, Sir, the Seceſſion church hath been danger- 
ouſly wounded in the houſe of her profeſſed friends. 
I have been led to this introduction to my letter by 
looking over your unhappy publication. Your 
reader muſt obſerve, that, if you have given a juſt 
repreſentation of the greater part, the reſpectabili- 
ty of the Seceſſion church is rapidly declining. If 
you continue to adhere to the ſentiments which you 
have publiſhed, and at the ſame time be permitted 
to continue in the divinity chair, we have much to 
fear reſpecting our principles; we mult have an im- 
mediate reformation, or a moſt unpleaſant ſepara- 
tion will be abſolutely neceſſary. But Zion's God 
reigns: let this comfort and encourage Zion's 
mourners. I ſhall cow proceed with my review of 
your publication. 


L. Page 15. - Allowing the articles in queſtion to 
* be truths, if they belong not to that claſs of truths 
% which ought to be articles of church-communion, 
„it muſt imply ſome degree, at leaſt, of tyranny, to 
e exclude perſons from communion with us, who 
dare not ſwear that they believe them.“ 


W.—Whoever they are, who dare not ſwear that 
they believe the truths of God, as arranged in our 
ſubordinate ſtandards, genuine Seceders do believe 
them. You know you made a very ſolemn profel- 
tion before God and the public, that you believed 
theſe doctrines. You allo did ſwear that you 
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would maintain and defend theſe doctrines to the 
end of your life, as you ſhall anſwer to our divine 
Maſter. Where then is the evidence of your faith- 
fulneſs to theſe ſolemn engagements? Your inſinua- 
tion reſpecting tyranny againſt your brethren, is 
both unmanly and unjuſt. It is founded upon diſ- 
guſting ſuppoſition. The reader will be convinced 
by this time, I truſt, that you ſuppoſe much, but 
you prove nothing againſt our reformation prin- 
ciples. The candidate who is not ready to fwear 
in truth, judgment, and in righteouſneſs, that he be- 
lieves the whole doctrine contained in our Confeſ- 
ſion of Faith, and Catechiſms, to be founded upon 
the word of God, cannot be received by us into the 
boly miniſtry, without a moſt finful violation of our 
ordination vows and engagements. He muſt alſo 
declare that he believes the binding obligation of 
our ſolemn covenants upon poſterity. Beſides, it 
is not very obvious, what could be the deſign of 
ſuch candidates in preſenting themſelves for admiſ- 
ſion in the Seceſſion, when, according to your ſup- 
poſition, they are not of our principles. How ſhall 
two walk together, if they are not of the ſame ſen- 
timents? | 


L. Page 16.—“ Surely the duty of holding faſt 
© what we have, does not oblige us to practiſe the 
„ leaſt degree of tyranny, whatever authority, or 
« whatever cuſtom may be pleaded for it.“ 
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W.—Is it mannerly in you, Sir, to inſinuate that vi 
authority or cuſtom in the Seceſſion hath been ty- m 
rannical? It is not. Such an inſinuation cannot be he 
allowed. We impoſe our Formula upon no man; of 
but we muſt endeavour, in the ſtrength of promiſed ly 
grace, to be faithful to our glorious Maſter, and to th 


all with whom we are connected in church-fellow- 
ſhip. We are commanded to commit the things of 
God to faithful men, who ſhall be able to teach o- bs 7 th 


thers alſo. It is not tyranny to exclude from the ha 
holy miniſtry candidates who do not believe all the ar 
truths contained in the ſacred oracles. Such per- ob 
ſons will ſhun to make known the whole counſel of br 
God to periſhing ſinners, \ 4-0 
firl 
L.—< We muſt not do evil that good may come. Pre 

& Our damnation is juſt, if we ſay that we have any 
& authority from the apoſtles to do the leaſt evil, 


cc poſũble to ſerve the beſt purpoſes in the world.“ 


W.—We have not our authority from men, but 
from the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. The bleſſed lawgiver 
in Zion gives no authority to any of the human 
race to practiſe evil. I have already pointed out 
your dangerous doctrine in your publication, where 
| you have ſaid, that we find our Lord commending 
the unjuſt ſteward, 


But would it not, even upon your own priaciples, 
be doing evil that good might come, if we ſhould 
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violate ordination engagements, in order to allow 
men of very doubtful principles to come into the 
holy miniſtry: men who do not believe the whole 
of divine truth! Vour reaſoning is moſt undoubted- 
ly againſt yourſeli, and your favorite alterations in 
the Formula. 


What you advance farther on this ſubjeR, is of 
the ſame import with ſome of your ſentiments which 
have been already reviewed ; any further remarks 
are therefore unneceſſary. In anſwer to the firſt 
objection to alterations in the Formula, you have 
brought forward nothing but very childiſh reaſon- 
ing, looſe infinuation, and mere ſuppoſition. The 
firſt objection continues unanſwered: we ſhall now 
proceed to the ſecond. 


L. Page 17.—“ Secondly, It has been ſaid, thar 
6 the preſent miniſters in the Seceſſion are bound, 
6 by their ordination vows, to hold faſt the articles 
© in queſtion. Nothing can be more ſhocking than 
e the profanation of the name of the Lord by rafh 
« vows, or by infidelity to thoſe righteous vows 
« which have been entered into before God, and 
therefore thoſe who have not yet taken the or- 
dination engagements upon them, ought to con- 
“ ſider maturely the matter of ſuch engagements, 
„ before they take them upon themſelves; and 
„ thoſe who have come under thoſe engagements, 
« ought to be well affured that they were wrong 
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te before they renounce them, 4 directly or 
6 renn 2 


W. To thoſe ſentiments, Sir, I ſay, Amen with 
all readineſs. I have no doubt but every genuine 
friend to our profeſſed principles, will alſo give their 
moſt cordial aſſent. Had you given the public only 
ſuch ſentiments. as theſe, you would not have diſ- 
turbed the peace and harmony of profeſſed witneſs- 
bearers for the doctrine, worſhip, diſcipline, and 
government of the covenanted church of Chriſt in 
theſe lands. But, alas! what you ſeem to build in 
one paragraph, in commendation of our moſt ex- 
cellent ſubordinate ſtandards, you immediately en- 
deavour to pull down in another paragraph, by your 
unmanly inſinuations and very provoking ſuppoſi- 
tions. The reader will ſoon perceive, that what 
you have advanced in the laſt quotation, reſpecting 
faithfulneſs to ordination vows and engagements, is 
only like the deceitful conduct of Joab who took 
Amaſa by the beard, and kiſſed him, ſaying, in the 
language of friendſhip, Art thou in health my bro- 
ther, and at the fame time he was prepared to give 
the mortal ſtab, and in a moſt treacherous manner 
aſſaſſinate his unſuſpecting friend. 


I. —“ But if men have vowed to maintain any 
* part of doctrine, as a divine truth, which they 
5 afterward find, upon better information, to be no 
C divine truth, they are bound not to obſerve their 
„vo, but to repent of their raſhneſs.“ 


\ 9 

W. Here is the oblique ſtab into the bowels of 
Amaſa, from one who profeſles friendſhip in the 
molt folema manner. If, Sir, yon have found any 
doctrine in our ſubordinate ſtandards which you 
vowed to maintain, as a divine truth, to be no di- 
vine truth. If you have found, upon better infor- 
mation, that ſome of theſe doctrines are not divine, 
why do you not immediately repent of your raſhneſs, 
and evidence to all conceroed that your repentance is 
genuine, by forſaking your conduct which you 
have found ſinful. I his you have not yet done; you 
hold your ſtation, you receive your emoluments in 
the Seceſſion! But, Sir, might you not terminate 
this melancholy controverſy reſpecting our ſubordi- 
nate ſtandards, by ſtating your inſinuation in the 
form of an argument, thus Men who have vowed 
to maintain any part of doctrine, as a divine truth, 
which they afterwards fiad upon better information 
to be no divine truth, are bound not to obſerve their 
vow, but to repent of their raſhneſs. Minor, But 
in our ordination engagements, we have vowed to 
maintain ſome part of doctrine, as a'divine truth, 
which we find upon better information, is not à di- 
vine truth, | 


Therefore we are bound not to obſerve our vow, - 
but to repent of our own raſlineſs. 


Now, Sir, take your Bible and prove the mi- 


nor propoſition from ſcripture, and you finiſh the 
| . | 
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buſineſs; ſince like the very juſtly celebrated Don 

Quixote you have taken the ficld, and declared 

backſliding from reformation principles, your dul- 

cinia immediately put on your helmit and come to 

cloſe action. All your trumpery of inſinuation and 

ſuppoſition you have yet brought into view, is only 

like the Don's celebrated attack upon the wind 

mills. I apprehend, you will very readily acknow- 

ledge, that the minor proportion is not yet proven; \ 

yea, what is very remarkable, theſe who plead for 

alterations is the Formula, have not yet made any 

attempt toprovethe minorpropoſition. Though you 

have informed the public, that you and your great- 

er part, deteſt ſome of the doctrines in our ſubordi- \ lf / 

nate ſtandards, you have not yet endeavoured to 
prove that theſe doctrines are unſeriptural, you | 
know all ſuck attempts would be fruitleſs. In the i 
| famous petition from Achtermuchty, for alterations | 
in the Formula, the argument ſtands thus—Some I 
years ago a pamphlet was publiſhed, containing 

ſentiments inconſiſtent wich our Coufeſſion of Faith 

and Formula; there is reaſon to think, that many 

in the Seceſſion have adopted theſe ſentiments. 

| Therefore I petition, that the Formula be altered 

| | according to theſe ſentiments. This, Sir, you will 

it moſt undoubtedly allow, is the very ſpirit, and, in- 

i deed, the letter of the petition to the Synod, which 

4 is ſigned, John Fraſer. 
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Sir, you have, indeed, given your reader a very 
great multitude of. ſuppoſitions and inſinuations, but 
no ſcripture proof; you have alſo brought fore- 
ward ſomething concerning the unalienable rights 
of men to judge for themſelves in matters of con- 
ſcience; but what theſe rights are, you have not, 
as yet, favoured us with any diſtin information. 
Now, Sir, I, in this public manner, call upon you 
to prove the minor propoſition, and att according- 
ly, or immediately, as an honeſt man, acknowledge 
your miſtake, in endeavouring ſo much as to inſi- 
nuate, or ſuppoſe to our connections, that the minor 
propoſition contains a truth, I, in the moſt public 
and poſitive manner, deny the minor propoſition. 
I entertain no doubt but the minor propoſition will 
be denied with indignation, and the moſt pointed 
contempt by every genuine Seceder, and, indeed, by 
every honeſt Preſbyterian in Scotland. What you 
advance, in the illuſtration of your ſuppoſition, has 
no proper relation to the preſent argument, or to 
the point at iſſue. I ſhall not therefore detain the 
reader with remarks upon that part of your publi- 
cation, In your two following paragraphs, you 
ſpeak again of our terms of communion. I refer 
the reader to the remarks I have already made re- 
ſpecting our terms of communion. You again bring 
alſo into view, what you frequently mention, name- 
ly, our impoſing terms of communion. I have al- 
ready ſaid, and now ſay it again, that the Seceſſion 
church impoſes her terms of communion upon na 
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on whatever; they are all volunteers whom ſhe 
admits to her fellowſhip, and to whom ſhe admini- 
ſters her Formula. 


L. Page 19.—“ It is a ſnare to the man who 
& devoureth that which is holy, and after vows to 
e make enquiry, ſays Solomon, but he certainly 
6 does not mean, that men, who have made finful 
4 vos, ought not to retract them, or that they 
& ought to impoſe them upon others; or that if 
ce they have cauſe to ſuſpect an error, they ought 
© not to make a free enquiry into the matter.“ 


{You here give your reader an eaſy method 
of Explaining away the proper meaning of any paſ- 


'ſage of ſcripture. It is ſomething like che addreſs 


of the ſerpent, to the mother of the human race, ia 
the garden of Eden, reſpecting the divine threat- 
ning. Jchovah had ſaid to the father of mankind, 
in the day thon eateſt thereof, thou ſhalt ſurely die. 
No, ſaid the ſerpent, you (hall not ſurely die; and 
ſo begins his reaſoning, to remove the meaning of 
the threatuing. You have brought into view a 
paſſage of ſcripture, which ſpeaks in the moſt point- 
ed manner againſt breach of ordination vows and 
engagements, by alterations in our Formula; and 
you immediately endeavour to ſhow what the in- 
ſpired penman did not mean. This, Sir, is a very 
extraordinary method of explaining ſcripture, and a 
modern way of eſtabliſhing an argument. It appears 
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to me very exceptionable. It is calculated to pro- 
mote ſcepticiſm, and ſtumble the weak and unſted 
faſt profeſſor of religion: but, Sir, we plainly per- 
ceive your deſign, and will be upon our guard, and 
not ceaſe to hold faſt our principles and our pro- 
feſſion. You have informed your reader what the 
wiſe man did not mean; permit me to inform you, 
that, at your ordination, you opened your mouth 
to the Lord. You mult have ſtronger arguments 
to prove, that you vowed what was ſinful, before 
you can, with ſafety and innocence, diſpenſe with 
theſe ſolemn engagements. Remember the Lord 
hath no pleaſure in the ſacrifice of fools. All your 
reaſoning depends upon a mere ſuppoſition, namely, 
that there is ſomething in our ſubordinate ſtandards; 
and Formula, which is not ſupported by ſcripture, 
But, Sir, this is not yet eſtabliſhed; it is only a 
ſuppoſition. Your reaſoning then proves too much, 
and, of courſe, it proves nothing at all to the pre- 
ſent purpoſe, reſpecting our Formula. 


L.—* If any prieſt of the church of Rome ſhould 
« give credible evidence, that he ſincerely embraces 
ce the Proteſtant religion, would we think, that he 
«js unfaithful to his ſolemn engagements, becauſe 
« he changes his religion; or would we think, that 
“ he would deſerve to be blamed, if he married a 
« wife in oppoſition to his vow of celibacy.“ 


W.—1t is both impious, and very indecent, to 
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bring the principles of reformation on a level with 
the abſurdities and trumpery of Rome. It is moſt 
undoubtedly, extremely criminal to bring the pre- 
cious truths of God, as arranged in our ſubordinate 
ſtandards, upon a level with the damnable errors of 
popery. This comparifon, however, is uſed very 
commonly by the friends of alterations in the For- 
mula, It is moſt offenſive to all genuine witneſs- 
bearers for the doctrine, worſhip, diſcipline, and 
government of the covenanted church of Scotland. 
Bur, Sir, to apply your reaſoning to your own con- 
duct, you muſt find ſuch a prieſt, though become 
Proteſtant in his ſentiments, continuing to officiate 
in the church of Rome, and receiving his emolu— 
ments from the Man of Sin, as acknowledging his 
infallibility. 

You, and your greater part, deteſt ſome of our 
received principles; yet you continue in that church 
where theſe principles are believed to be founded 
on the word of God. You continue to officiate in 
the Szceſlion, and receive your emoluments; thus 
you ſtate a moſt obvious contradiction and inconſiſt- 
ency. You plainly contradict principle by practice. 
Conſider theſe hints, and drop ſuch an argument. 
But after all, when the Roman Catholic prieſt turns 
Proteltant, and marries a wife, and calls upon us to 
judge of the propriety of his conduR, it will then 
be our duty, before we proceed to give judgment, 
to examine the credibility of the evidences of his 


LAW * 
= a = l . 0 = = 
N F 3 be 
[1 \ Ss - 
U ® 8 = 
he * 


hw md EA Hin 


Py, my 


SS If i ry 


F 3 


15 


ſincerity. If we find chat he is lawfully married, 
we will, by all meaus, allow the honeſt man to keep 
his wife; but we will not allow him to continue to 
ſay maſs, &c. &c. nor to receive his emoluments 
as a prieſt of the church of Rome. Againſt the 
ſecond objection, to propoſed alterations in the For- 
mula, you have brought forward no argument; 
you have only endeavoured to amuſe your reader 
with your ſuppoſition and inſinuation. The ſecond 
objection continues unanſwered. 


L.—** Thirdly, It is alledged to be dangerous to 
& recede from any part of our declared principles, 
e leſt we ſet a precedent which may endanger the 
«© moſt eſſential articles of our holy religion. There 
« are indeed two extremes to be equally avoided ; 
t inconſtancy, when we can give no good reaſon 
« for change; and obſtinacy, when we can give no 
“ good reaſon for ſteadineſs. If, without the moſt 
& ſolid reaſons, we make any change in our re- 
« ceived articles of faith, we are like thoſe women 
ec who were ever learning, and never able to come 
ce to the knowledge of the truth.“ 


W.— Amen. Once more, reverend Sir, you 
have taken Amaſa by the beard, and given the 


friendly ſalutatign: but we will ſoon find with what 


intention, You have here aſſigned another very 
good reaſon, why we ſhould make no alteration in 


our Formula, Becauſe no ſolid reaſons of change 
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bring the principles of reformation on a level with 
the abſurdities and trumpery of Rome. It is moſt 
undoubtedly, extremely criminal to bring the pre- 
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ſincerity. If we find that he is lawfully married, 
we will, by all means, allow the honeſt man to keep 
his wife; but we will not allow him to continue to 
ſay maſs, &c. &c. nor to receive his emoluments 
as a prieſt of the church of Rome. . Againſt the 
ſecond objection, to propoſed alterations in the For- 
mula, you have brought forward no argument; 
you have only endeavoured to amuſe your reader 
with your ſuppoſition and inſinuation. The ſecond 
objection continues unanſwered. 


L.—* Thirdly, It is alledged to be dangerous to 
& recede from any part of our declared principles, 
e leſt we ſet a precedent which may endanger the 
«© moſt eſſential articles of our holy religion. There 
« are indeed two extremes to be equally avoided ; 
© inconſtancy, when we can give no good reaſon 
« for change; and obſtinacy, when we can give no 
“ good reaſon for ſteadineſs. If, without the moſt 
& ſolid reaſons, we make any change in our re- 
« ceived articles of faith, we are like thoſe women 
c who were ever learning, and never able to come 
& to the knowledge of the truth.“ 


W.— Amen. Once more, reverend Sir, you 
have taken Amaſa by the beard, and given the 
friendly ſalutation: but we will ſoon find with what 
intention, You have here aſſigned another very 
good reaſon, why we ſhould make no alteration in 
our Formula, Becauſe no ſolid reaſons of change 
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have yet made their appearance. It would, Sir, 
be very unbecoming the character and ſtation of 
miniſters, to act like filly women, who are ever 
learning, and never able to come to the knowledge 
of the truth. But, Sir, if you examine with atten- 
tion the paſſage of ſcripture, wherein the filly wo- 
men are mentioned by the apoſtle, you will im- 
mediately perceive that theſe brethren who are for 
alterations in the Formula, without ſolid reaſons, 
bear a more ſtriking reſemblance to the truce-break- 
ers, who led the filly women captive, than to the 
filly women themſelves. Such as are by your pub- 
lication plunged into backſliding from reformation 
principles, may indeed be compared to filly women. 


L. Page 20,—< But if we obſtinately adhere to 
* any points of religion, and impoſe them upon o- 
„ thers, without being able to give a good reaſon 
© from the word of God, why we ever received 
&« them, or made them terms of communion, we 
„ diſcover a greater regard to our own pre- con- 
* ceived notions, than to the word of God.“ 


W.— Here you have given another ſtab to A- 
maſa, It is a very favourable circumſtance, howe- 
ver, you have only a wooden ſword. When king 
James, in a moſt puſillanimous manner, allowed his 
ſon-in-law to bs deprived of bis kingdom, James 
was introduced upon the theatre with a wooden 
word by his fide, in ſome place upon the Continent. 
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Your firſt principles are mere ſuppoſition, and your 
conclufion abſurd and unmannerly, as well as very 
unjuſt in the application. But, Sir, if you can give 
no good reaſon from the word of God, for your 
received principles, why do you continue to profeſs 
them? why have you engaged yourſelt, by a moſt 
ſolemn oath, to aſſert, maintain, and defend theſe 
principles? Sir, we have too much of this reaſon- 
ing in your publication. It may (tumble ſome, and 
give offence to many, but it will convince none who 
examine the ſubje& with candour and impartiality. 
Sir, we deny, with indignation, what you inſinuate, 
that Seceders diſcover more regard to their own 
pre-conceived opinions, than to the word of God. 


L.—* By all means let the lovers of truth take 
ce occafion, from the overture in queſtion, to can- 
« vaſs and diſcuſs every article in our Confeſſion of 
« Faith, Can truth fear the light? or can that which 
&« fears the light be truth? Too little are the truths 
ce believed among us examined by thoſe, who be- 
c lieve them. If they were more exaQly enquir- 
« ed into, they would be better believed and im- 
„ proved,” 


W.—What you have here advanced, I bumbly 
apprehend, may be conſidered as a very keen ſatire 
upon a malignant greater part, and a very jult re- 
proof to thoſe you have mentioned in the 47th page 


of your publication, who ſhut their eyes obſtinately 
C 
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to the light. But if you are convinced of the truth 
of what you have here advanced, would it not be 
much more becoming your character, and alſo your 
very important ſtation, to recommend to all ſcrup- 
lers a more attentive examination of our ſubordi- 
nate ſtandards. Since you are convinced that 1t 
our principles were more exactly examined, they 
would be better believed and improved. In this 
fentiment J moſt corcially join with you, though 
I am ſorry to obſerve, that many of your expreſſions, 
in other parts of your publication, ſeem inconſiſtent 
with ſuch a ſentiment. When ſhall the happy time 
come when the watchmen, upon the walls of Zion, 
ſhall ſee eye to eye, and fing together with the 
voice : when the Lord ſhall turn back the captivity 


of Jacob: when Ephraim ſhall not envy Judah, 


and Judah ſhall not vex Ephraim ? 


L. Page 20.—* They are Roman Catholics, and 
© not Proteſtants, who are enemies to free enquiry, 
* and who wiſh to believe as their fachers believ- 
„ ed, rather than what they can find in the holy 
„ ſcriptures; I am not ſure whether 1 ſhould ſay 
& they are Roman Catholics. Roman Catholics in 
&* this country are now enquiring and judging for 
% themſelves, about points that were formerly con- 
c ſidered as unqueſtionable truths in their church. 
« Let us promote ſuch a temper by our examples 
„ Error has much to ſear; truth nothing.“ 


Me 


3 
q 
WE | 
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W. According to your own repreſentation, you 
and your greater part are Roman Catholics, for in- 
ſtead of making free enquiry, you acknowledge 
that you have, perhaps too obſtinately, ſhut your 
eyes to the light, from an excefs of veneration for 
your fathers, and an unwillingneſs to cut yourſelves 
off from all Preſbyterians in the kingdom. It is 
not very obvious what you mean by tree enquiry. 
It is by no means any comfortable evidence of the 
integrity, and faithfulneſs of a miniſter of the goſ- 
pel, to make free enquiry aſter vows, how he may 
be freed from their obligation. The rule in the 
ſacred ſcriptures is, prove all things, hold faſt that 
which is good. The language of your appearance 
and profeſſion at the time of your ordination, was, 
that you had proven the doCtrinez, in our Confeſſion 
of Faith and Catechiſms, and that you had found 
them agreeable to, and founded upon the word of 
God, and you then entered into a ſolemn vow to 
hold them faſt, becauſe they were good to main- 
taia and defend them to the end of your life, as you 
{hall anſwer to our divine Maſter at his appearing 
and his kingdom. You promiſed that, throughgrace, 
you would follow no diviſive courſes from our re- 
ceived principles; this profeſũon and ſolemn vow 
you ſtill make in all your adminiſtrations in the gol- 
pel. Who then hath now bewitched you, that you 
ſhould not continue faithful to ſuch ſolemn engage- 
ments? Pſal. cxix. 106. I have ſworn, and 1 will 
perform it, that I will Keep thy righteous judg- 
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ments. Your inſinuation, in the ſentiment contain» 
ed in the laſt quotation, is obvious, and very un- 
charitable and unjuſt, with reſpect to theſe in the 
Seceſſion, who cannot approve of alterations in the 
Formula. Perhaps theſe brethren are as much en- 
gaged in free enquiry, as Chriſtians, and as mini- 
ſters, as you, and your greater part, though it would 
appear ſomething different in the manner and end. 
They endeavour, through grace, to make free en- 
quiry bow they may perform their ſolemn vows 
and engagements, and be found faithful to their di- 
vine Maſter, and to immortal fouls. Be you upon 
your guard, Sir, leſt, through the influence of ſtrong 
temptation, you be found making free inquiry in a 
ſinful manner, how you may be freed from your 
ſolemn obligations, and how you may bring your 
connections into backſliding and apollacy from the 
principles of the Reformation, You have informed 
them of the conſequences of complying with ycur 
advice, namely, to cut themſelves off from ai] Preſ- 
byterians in the kingdom, upon honeſtly declaring 
themlclves of your {entiments, ; 
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But, Sir, though you ſhould continue to repre— 
ſent your brethren as Roman Catholics, and worſe 
than Roman Catholics, as you have alicady done, 
by infinuation, in the above ſentiments, I hope 
1 many of them will have the good ſenſe, to bold 
. ſuch unmannerly inſinvations in the moſt pointed 
contempt, and pity the man who thus very unjuſtly 
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repreſents them before the world. Who in the Se- 
ceſſion ever gave you occaſion to inſinuate, that they 
wiſh to believe as their fathers believed, rather than 
what they find in the holy ſcriptures? Muſt we 
refuſe to believe any truth in the holy ſcriptures, 
becauſe our godly forefathers believed theſe over- 
whelming, ſoul ſupporting, and refreſhing doctrines? 
Muſt we refuſe to ſuck at the breaſts of the great 
and precious promiſes, becauſe our godly anceſtors 
were nouriſhed at theſe breaſts of conſolations? Muſt 


the Confeſſion of Faith, in any of its doctrines, be 


rejected, becauſe our fathers received all the doc- 
trines therein contained, as founded upon, and a- 
greeable to the ſacred oracles? Remember, Sir, our 


ſubordinate ſtandards are as much our own, as we 


ourſelves had been the compilers of theſe ſtandards. 
What you ſay, concerning Roman Catholics mak- 
ing free enquiry, reſpeCtting their principles, is not 
of much importance. I ſhall only obſerve, that 
when Roman Catholics make enquiry, with ſucceſs, 
into the oracles of God, they will not continue in 
their preſent communion. I mult be allowed to ſay, 
that your publication is not calculated to bring Ro- 
man Catholics from their deluſion, or to promote 
the Proteſtant intereſt. I humbly apprebend, that 
your doctrine, reſpecting ordination vows, is near- 
ly related to ſome of the errors among Roman Ca- 
tholics. 
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L. Page 21.—“ Meantime there muſt be free 
& enquiry, that heretics and infidels may be reclaim- 
« ed, and that thoſe, who have received the truth, 
« may be grounded and ſettled, and may hold faſt 
e the profeſſion of their faith without wavering.“ 

W.—Your diſcovering to the world your diſſatiſ- 
faction with ſome of your received principles, is by 
no means calculated to reclaim infidels; on the con- 
trary, it is very much calculated to confirm men in 
their unreaſonable infidelity. I am really perſuaded, 
that the cauſe of infidelity hath gained ſome advan- 
tage, by our melancholydiſputes, reſpeQing propoſed 
alterations in the Formula, Some have already for- 
ſaken our communion, in diſguſt, on the account of 
alterations, Many, in different congregations, who 
haye not yet removed from our communion, are 
mourning on account of the backſliding and apoſta- 
cy of many in the Seceſſion. 


It is a great miſtake, Sir, to entertain expeQa- 
tions of reclaiming heretics, by becoming heretics 
yourſelves, We muſt uſe means to bring the ene- 
mies of truth to us, in adhering to the truths of 
God. We muſt by no means join with them in their 
oppoſition to any of the doctrines of divine revela- 
tion. Jer. xv. 19. © Therefore thus ſaith the Lord, 
If thou return, then I will bring thee again, and 
thou ſhalt ſtand before me; and if thou take forth 
the precious from the vile, thou ſhalt be as my mouth: 
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let them return unto thee, but return thou not un- 
to them.“ 


We mult not do evil, that good may come. Our 
conſcientiouſneſs, in adhering ſtedfaſtly to the truth 
as it is in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, will, through the 

leſſing of God, be of far more importance, in en- 
deavouring to reclaim the heretical, than any back- 
fliding from our received principles by alterations 
in the Formula. Theſe propoſed alterations are by 
no means calculated to eſtabliſh thefe: who have al- 
ready received and made an open profeſſion of the 
truth; though, I hope, they will be over- ruled for 
good to the genuine lovers of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
in the Seceſſion. The more our principles are exa- 
mined, with candout and impartiality, thęir excellen- 
cy will more fully appear to our ſatisfaction. The 
impropriety of making any alterations, will, of 
courſe, be obvious to the conviction of profeſſed 
witneſs-bearers for the covenanted work of refor- 
mation, and the great danger of backſliding and a- 
poſtacy from our principles. 


L. Page 21.—“ And it ſeems to me highly pro- 
«© bable, that for one who may be turned from the 
truth, by free enquiry abuſed, twenty are likely 
* to be turned from error, and twenty more eſta- 
* blilhed in the faith, On the contrary, twenty 
* are likely to be held in error, by the fuppreſſion 
e of free enquiry, for one who ſhall be eſtabliſhed 
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c in the truth, if any man can be ſaid to be eſta- 
e bliſhed in the truth, who never impartially eu- 
« quired, whether what he held was truth or falſe- 
“% hood.“ 


W.— his free enquiry, reverend Sir, which you 
ſo much recommend, mult be a very charming em- 
ployment indeed. How very flattering is the deſcrip- 
tion which you have here preſented to your reader, 
But though your brethren, who oppoſe backſliding 
and apoſtacy, are as genuine friends to every kind of 
free enquiry which the oracles of God recommend 
and warrant, as you can pretend, yet they have no 
ſuch extravagant expectations as you appear to en- 
tertain. Your brethren, who oppole-alterations in 
the Formula, endeavour to ſearch the ſcriptures, 
They recommend this important exerciſe to all un- 
der their adminiſtrations; yet they believe, that 
ſomething elſe is abſolutely neceſſary than the uſe 
of means, namely, the ſupernatural agency of the 
Holy Ghoſt, for turning men from hatred of the 
truth, to the love of the truth as it is in Jeſus. 1 Cor, 
ii. 14. But the natural man receiveth not the 
things of the Spirit of God; for they are fooliſhneſs 
unto him: neither can he know them, becauſe they 
are ſpiritually diſcerned.“ Rom. viii. 7, 8.“ Becauſe 
the carnal mind is enmity againſt God; for it is not 
ſubje& to the law of God, neither indeed can be. 
So then they that are in the fleſi cannot pleaſe 
God.“ 2 Cor. iv. 1, 2, 3, 4. Therefore, ſeeing we 
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have this miniſtry, as we have received mercy, we 
faint not. But have reaounced the hidden things of 
diſhoneſty, not walking in craftineſs, not handling 
the word of God deceitfully, but by manifeſtation 
of the truth, commending ourſelves to every man's 
conſcience in the fight of God. But if our goſpel 
be hid, it is hid to them that are loſt: in whom the 
god of this world hath blinded the minds of them 
who believe not, leſt the light of the glorious goſ- 
pel of Chriſt, who is the image of God, ſhould 
ſhine unto them,” Let us have compaſſion, Sir, 
upon poor periſhing finners, and endeavour to con- 
vince them of their finful and miſerable condition 
by nature, and the abſolute neceſlity of a change of 
ſtate and nature, in order to their everlaſting ſalva- 
tion. Let us counſel them to come to Chriſt: in 
him only men can be eſtabliſhed in the faith of the 
goſpel, and love to all the truths of divine revela- 
tion, Then, inſtead of engaging themſelves in free 
enquiry, how they may burſt aſunder ſolemn en- 
gagements, they will, as new born babes, defire the 
ſincere milk of the word, that they may grow there- 
by. 


Genuine Chriſtians, in our land, are under ob- 
ligations, to acknowledge, with thankfulneſs, what 
the Lord hath wrought for us in the days of our fa- 
thers, in favouring us with ſuch excellent ſubordi- 
nate ſtandards, and bringing us under ſolemn ob- 


ligations, by covenant, to avouch the Lord to be 
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our God, and the God of our children, and to 
cleave to his truths, walk in his ordinances and 


laws, and hearken to his voice. All our free en- 
quiries muſt be regulated by the ſacred ſcriptures, 
with becoming reverence of the majeſty and autho- 
rity of Jehovah, and with an humble dependence 


on his promiſe, to lead us into all truth. The mourn- 


ful conſequences of free enquiry, otherwiſe conduc- 
ted, are very obvious; multitudes openly profeſs- 
ing infidelity in the moſt confident manner. Many 
profeſſed Chriſtians going backward, and refuſing 
to follow our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. When men mea- 
ſure the doctrines of divine revelation, by what you 
call the unalienable rights of men to judge for them- 
ſelves, ia matters of conſcience, rather than by the 
ſcriptures themſelves, they are ſtumbled, and plunge 
into backſliding. 


It is obvious, that the reaſon why king Henry, 
the Eight of England, made ſuch free enquiry into 
the illegality of his marriage with queen Catharine, 
was his greater love to Ann of Bullin. He divor- 
ced his queen, and married Ann. Thefe who im- 
pugn any of the doctrines in our ſubordinate ſtand. 
ards, give reaſon to ſuſpect, that they are in love 
with ſome other religious profeſſion, more ſuited to 
the taſte of modern times, than the principles of the 
covenanted Preſbyterian church of Scotland. Per- 
haps, Sir, your profeſſion, at your ordination, was 
not fully agreeable to your convictions. This may 
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account for your printiples which you now publiſh 
to the world, To uſe your own language, the man 
who profeſles any truth without examination, hath 
but a looſe hold of it; he is likely to fall in the day 
of temptation. Though he ſhould not fall from his 
profeſſion, he muſt hold it faſt, on grounds fit only 
to be a ſupport to error. But, Sir, I firmly truſt, 
that, in the event of this conteſt, it will fully appear, 
that there are yet a great number of Chriſtians in 
the Seceſſion, who have examined our principles, 
and are fully ſatisfied, that they are according to 
the pattern in the mount of ſacred ſcripture. Theſe 
Chriſtians will not allow you to plunge them into 
backſliding, by your inſinuations and ſuppoſitions, 
which you uſe inſtead of arguments againſt our ſub- 
ordinate ſtandards, I am, 


Reverend Sir, 


Your, &c. 
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LETTER. H. 


TO 
The Rev. GEORGE LAWSON. 


A ſmooth Stone from the Brook. 


REVEREND SIR, 


Tu E genuine friends of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
are but a comparatively ſmall number: his flock is 
but a little flock, This appears very obvious in 
times of perſecution for righteouſneſs fake. It ap- 
pears alſo in times of apoſtacy from the doQrines of 
divine revelation. In the xiiith chapter of the book 
of Revelation, we are informed, thar all the world 
wondered after the beaſt. In the beginning of the 
xivth chapter, there appears a fele& number with 
the Lamb, upon the mount Zion, having his Fa- 
ther's name written on their foreheads. Our Lord 
will have his witnefſes in the very worlt of times in 
every generation. The faith of this is very ſup- 
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porting to the Chriſtian, in the midſt of confuſion 
in the church, and among profeſſors of religion. 


L. Page 21.—* Let Heathens and Mahometans 
& continue in their profeſſion, becauſe they have 
“ received it from their fathers; we will hold faſt 
* our profeſſion, becauſe we have received it from 
« Chriſt ; we know we have have received it from 
„ him, becauſe we have examined it, and find it 


& conformable to his word; and we entertain no 


ſuſpicion, that any man, who examines it by the 
word of Chriſt, will ſee any reaſon to find fault 
66“ with it.“ 


W. - Amen. Let all the people ſay Amen. Then, 
Sir, all alterations in the Formula are unwarrant- 
able, unneceſſary, and ſinful. It, in every part of your 
publication, you had given your reader ſuch ſenti- 
ments as theſe, you would have rejoiced the hearts 
of all the genuine friends of truth in the Seceſſion. 
But, alas! you have publiſhed many ſentiments of a 
very different nature, by which you have grieved, 
diſcouraged, and offended many of the godly in our 
connection. Compare your ſentiments in the laſt 
quotation with what you have advanced in the 47th 
page of your publication, where you have given a 
moſt melancholy repreſentation of yourſelt, and your 
greater part; you will chen perceive, that it is wrote, 
as With a ſun. beam, that the reaſon way you have 
ſeruples reſpecting any of our principles, is this, 


namely, a neglect to examine, at all times, your 
principles by the word of Chriſt. 


Thoſe who examine our principles, by what you 
call the unalienable rights of men to judge for them- 
ſelves in matters of conſcience, entertain ſcruples 
reſpecting oor principles. But all who examine 
our principles by the word of Chriſt, without pre- 
judice, and without partiality, are fully fatisfied; 
they are, of courſe, for no alterations. 

From this it would appear, that this modern mea- 
ſuring reed, called the unalienable rights of men to 
judge for themſelves in matters of conſcience, dif- 
fers from, and is not agreeable to the word of 
Chriſt. Why have you informed your reader, that 
it would be inconſiſtent with integrity, to demand 
an unlimited profeſſion of faith in theſe doctrines 
which we have received from Chriſt, which, upon 
examination, we have found agreeable to the word 
of Chriſt? Let us beware of the double heart, and 
the,deceitful tongue. I hope you will candidly and 
publicly acknowledge, that whatever men may con- 
ſider as their unalienable right to judge for them- 
ſelves in matters of conſcience, it can never be the 
right of any man to judge contrary to the word of 
Chriſt, even in matters of conſcience. No man ſhall, 
with impunity, continue to contradict his will, or 
blaſpheme his name. Let us be upon our guard as» 
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gainſt backſliding from our received ſcriptural prin- 
ciples. 


L.—* We muſt contend earneſtly for the faith, 
* and hold it faſt to the end. But, that we may 
* hold it faſt, let us be careful to join nothing with 
« it, that is either ſuſpicious-or falſe, Trath ſuffers 
* much by conjunction with error; and therefore 
© thoſe who ſet a due value on the truth, will be 
careful to diſtinguiſh between truth and falſe- 
* hood, between certainty and probability.“ 


W. — Then, Sir, let the preamble to the Formula 
be immediately ſet aſide; for, if it is not falſe, it is, 
moſt unqueſtionably, very ſuſpicious. The com- 
pilers of our Confeſſion have given very ſatisfying 
evidences, that they entertained a very great value 
for truth, and were very careful, indeed, to join no- 
thing with it that was either falſe or ſuſpicious. We 
have found this upon examination of our principles 
by the word of Chriſt. We have made a moſt ſo- 
lemn profeſſion of theſe principles. We have enga- 
ged to maintain and defend them. We have vowed, 
that we will follow no diviſive courſes from theſe 
principles. 


I.. Page 22.—“ What is it that hath given oc- 
* caſion to ſo many fierce and formidable attacks 
% on the Chriſtian religion?“ 
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W. -I anſwer, the univerſal depravity of man- 
kind, and the enmity of the human heart againſt e- 
very thing which exhibits the excellent purity and 
holineſs of the divine nature. All other reaſons 
which may be aſſigued, are but of a ſubordinate 
nature. They may be conſidered as only ſo many 
ſtreams flowing from the impure fountain of univer- 
ſal depravity, Rom. iii. 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 
17, and 18. There is none righteous, no not one; 
There is none that underſtandeth, there is none 
that ſeeketh after God. They are all gone out of 
the way, they are altogether become unprofitable; 
there is none that doth good, no not one. Their 
throat is an open ſepulchre: with their tongues they 
have uſed deceit: the poiſon of aſps is under their 
lips: whoſe mouth is full of curſing and bitterneſs. 
Their feet are ſwift to ſhed- blood. Deſtruction and 
miſery are 1a their ways. And the way of peace 
have they not known. There is no fear of God 
before their eyes.“ Theſe words of the Holy Ghoſt 
are an infinitely more important anſwer to the queſ- 
tion you propoſe, than any conjunction of truth with 
error by the Roman Catholics, which you mention 
in the anſwer which you give to your own queſ- 


tion. 


L. Page 22.—* What is it that hath given oc- 
& caſion to ſo much apoſtacy on the Continent, 
« from the belief, and even from the profeſſion of 
te the truth? The cloſe conjunction of error with 
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ec truth, in the profeſſion of the church of Rome. 
« Several articles of that profeſſion have been found 
«© wanting in the balance of common ſenſe,” &c. 


W.—This is another very indecent compariſon of 
our principles with the abſurdities and trumpery of 
Rome. I refer my reader to what hath formerly 
been advanced in theſe letters upon that ſubje&. 
I will not pretend to give any particular occaſion of 
apoſtacy upon the Continent : but you have inform- 
ed us what hath given occaſion to apoſtacy in the Se- 
ceſſion. The greater part deteſt ſome of the doctrines 
contained in our venerable ſtandards. Men have 
examined theſe ſtandards, not by the word of Chriſt, 
but by what you call the unalienable rights of men 
to judge for themſelves in matters of conſcience. 
The conſequence of this conduct is, according to 
your repreſentation, that they account it inconſiſ- 
tent with integrity in themſelves, to require an un- 
limited profeſſion to theſe principles in candidates 
for the holy miniſtry. 


Some of your ſentiments, reverend Sir, I ſuſpect, 
will be found wanting in the balances of common 
ſenſe, namely, that the fins of daily practice are uni- 
verſally tolerated. What follows in your 22d page 
is of no importance to Seceders ; to make remarks 
upon it, would lead to unmeaning repetition. If 
any of our connection either ſuſpect, or abhor, that 
ſyſtem of principles which we have eſpouſed, they 
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will, no doubt, renounce theſe principles. But, 
Sir, we neither ſuſpect, nor abhor, any of our prin- 


ciples; but we are determined, as enabled by grace, 


to maintain and defend them, according to ordina- 
tion engagements, Gal. iii. 15. Though it be but 
a man's covenant, yet if it be confirmed, no man 
diſannulleth or addeth thereto.” Whatyou advance, 
concerning the philoſophic infidels of France, can 
have very little conaection with alterations in our 


Formula, 


L. Page 23.—* It is no leſs our duty to ſet an 
* open door before thoſe who do not profeſs the 
c truth, than to cftablith in the faith thofe who 
« already join with us in the profeſſion of it. Now, 
& for this purpoſe, it is neceſſary to lay no ſtum- 
cc bliop-blocks in the way of thoſe who are diſpo- 
« ſed to aſſociate themfelves with us; or, if ſtum- 
& bling- blocks are already in their way, we are in- 
& diſpenſibly obliged to remove them. Prepare 
* you the way of the prople; caſt up, caſt up the 
% high-way, gather out the ſtones, ſet up a ſtand- 
& ard for the people.“ 


LA. 


W.—None of the truths of God, contained in 
our {ubordinate ſtandards, are to be conſidered as 
ſtambling-blocks in the way of any profeſſors cf reli- 
gion, whom we ought to receive into church-fel. 
lowſhip, nor can we remove them, without violat- 
ing our ſotemn engagements. It we ſhall remove 
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every doctrine from our ſtandards, which men may 
conſider as ſtumbling. blocks in their way, it is pro- 
bable we will retain but a very ſmall number of 
theſe precious-dofrines. But, Sir, I can aſſure you, 
that the preſent backſliding in the Secefſion, from 
received principles, is really a {lumbling-block in 
the way of many, who would otherwiſe willingly 
aſſociate themſelves with us. It is alſo a ſlumbling- 
block in the way of many, in continuing to aſſociate 
with us. According to your own reaſoning, It is 
our indiſpenſihle duty to continue ſtedfaſt in our pro- 
feſſion. It you would immediately renounce the 
ſentiments contained in your publication, wherein 
you have given an urniavourable repreſentation of 
our terms of communion, and of our ſubordinate 
ſtandards and Formula, this would remove a {tum- 
bling block. If the Aſlociate Synod would imme— 
diately remove the preamble to the Formula, which 
is, indeed, a {tumbling-block, If all the members 
of Synod would diſcover a willingneſs to cleave to 
our principles, according to their ordination engage- 
ments, this would he to gather out the ſtones, and 
et up a ſtandard ſor the people. But, Sir, till ſa- 
tis faction in this way be obtained, I have no expec- 
tation, for my part, that the bleeding wound in the 
Zeceſſion will be heated, either to the glory of God, 


or to the ediſication and comfort of his people. 


From tbe preſent appearance in our judicatories, WE 
have no great encouragement to be ſanguine in our 
expectations of ſuch an happy and neceſſary re. 
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formation. But there is nothing too hard for the 
Lord; he hath the hearts of all men in his hand; 
we muſt not give way to deſpondency. Many of 
his precious ſaints are ſtill wreſtling with our hea- 
venly Father, beſeeching him to return to the long 
deſolations; beſeeching him to heal our backſlid- 
ing, and turn back our captivity. Who knows but 
he may awaken to conſideration theſe who have de- 
filed the prieſthood, and the covenant of the prieſt- 
hood, and of the Levites, and ſave the Seceſſion 
church from ruin and deſtruction? 


L. Page 23.,—* What if thouſands of ſinners 
& ſhould be hindered from aſſociating themſclves 
with us, in the profeſſion of the important truths 
of religion, becauſe we will not ſuffer them to 
do it, unleſs they will alſo profeſs their belief 
„of ſome things that do not appear to them to 
be true. and that do not appear to ourſelves to 
“ be neceſſary ?”? 


W.—Here you are again among your moſt 
offenſive ſuppoſitions and appearances. You may 
be anſwered, for once, in your own language, 
what if you offend your divine Maſter, in endea- 
vouring to. pleaſe thouſands of ſinners? What if 
you ſhould offend and grieve thouſands of God's 
precious ſaints, in endeaveuring to plcaſe thou— 
fands of ſinners? What if, by your backſliding, 
yeu ſhould harden thouſands of ſinners in their 
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error and immorality, in endeavouring, by means, 
not of divine appointment, to pleaſe thouſands 
of ſinners? There is no doubt, but thouſands of 
ſinners would be very well pleaſed, if you could 
remove the ten commandments out of their way, 
that they might have freedom in their ſinful cour- 
ſes. God's law is conſidered as a ſtumbling- block 
by thouſands of ſinners. Until you ſhall give us 
more explicit information what theſe things are, 
which do not appear to thouſands of ſinners to be 
true, and do not appear to ourſclves to be neceſ- 
ſary, in our terms of church-fellowſhip, the mat- 
ter muſt continue undetermined. In the mean 
time, let us, through grace, hold faſt our profelſ- 
ſion, without wavering, and be faithful, accord- 
ing to our ordination engagements. There are 
many thouſands of ſinners, who do not believe the 
holy Bible to be true. But all who love our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt will continue to believe that it- is ne- 
ceſſary, and that every truth therein contained is of 
infinite importance; and that the truths of God 
are precious and nouriſhing to their precious ſouls. 
2 Tim. iii. 16, 17.“ All ſcripture is given by inſpi- 
ration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for re- 
proof, for correction, for inſtruction in righteouſ- 
neſs; that the man of God may be perfect, through- 
ly furniſhed unto all good works.“ 


Perſuade theſe thouſands of ſinners, to whom 
ſome things in our ſubordinate ſtandards do not ap- 
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pear to be true, to examine the holy ſcriptures, 
which are the pure fountain from whence the doc- 
trines in our ſubordinate ſtandards art drawn. The 
holy ſcriptures are the ſure foundation upon which 
our ſabordinate ſtandards are built, and by which 
they are well ſupported and eſtabliſhed. Let the 
thouſands of ſinners know, that you have profeſſed 
your faith in the doctrines, the whole doctrines con- 
tained in the Confeſſion and Catechiſms; and that 
you have come under a moſt ſolemn vow, that you 
will maintain and defend theſe doctrines. Having 
opened your mouth unto the Lord, you muſt by 
no means violate ſuch ſolemn engagements, even 
to pleaſe thouſands of ſinners; you mult not do e- 
vil, that good may come. Backſliding and apoſtacy 
are not appointed means for gaining thouſands of 
ſinners to the love of the truth as it is in Jeſus. We 
have no reaſon to expect his bleſſing, but his threa- 
tened curſe to attend ſuch ſinful conduct, Zech. 


. 4- 


L. Page 23.— That the Jews might not be of. 
« fended, the apoſtles required tur Gentile Chriſ.- 
* tians to abſtain from blood, and from things 
& ſtrangled. Although it was a certain truth, tha: 
e nothing was unclean of itſelf, they thought it 
« neceſſary, not only to bear with the believing 
& Jews, who were not like. minded, but even, iu 


« ſome meaſure, to gratify them, &. 
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W.—Will you pretend, reverend Sir, to main- 
tain, that the conduct of the apoſtles, mentioned 
in the paſſage to which you allude, will warrant 
you, or any man, to violate ordination vows and 
engagements, to maintain and defend all the doc- 
trines of divine revelation? Will you maintain, that 
backfliding and apoſtacy are not unclean in them- 
ſclves. From time to time, you bring forward this 
expreſſion of the apoſtle, that he was perſuaded, 
that nothing was unclean in itſelf. But, Sir, you 
muſt remember, that the apoſtle is there ſpeaking 
of meats, and not of ordination vows and engage- 
ments. Our bleſſed Lord himſelf taught the liſten- 
iag multitude, that it is not that which goeth into 
the mouth which defileth the man, but that which 
cometh out of the mouth; theſe are the things 
which defileth the man, Matth. xv. 10. Among 
theſe defiling things which come from the mouth 
and the heart, our bleſſed Lord mentions falſe 
witneſs, Let us then beware of falſe witneſs, 
and the breach of ſolemn vows and engagements. 
Let us give no reaſon to any of our fellow 
Chriſtians, to apprehend, that we do not fear an 
oath, The friends of alterations in the Formula 
have not diſcovered all that tenderneſs toward the 
bruiſed reed and ſmoking flax, which ought, at all 
times, to be diſcovered by the ſervants of the meck 
and lowly Jeſus. Many in the Seceſſion are griev- 
ed and ſtumbled by ſuch conduct; they are alſo of- | 
tended by your conduct, in publiſhing ſuch ſenti- 
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ments to the world. Is all your tenderneſs due to 
ſuch as are unſatisfied with our received principles? 
have not Seceders a claim upon you, not only for 
ſympathy, but for faithfulneſs to your engagements? 
Have they not a warrant to ſay to you, Take heed 
to the miniſtry which you have received in the 
Lord, that you fulfil it? The third objection to al- 
terations in the Formula remains alſo unanſwered. 
We ſhall now proceed to the fourth, and review 
your reaſoning and anſwers. 


L. Page 24.—“ Fourthly, The reſpect we owe 
& to our forefathers of the Stceſſion, or of the ſe- 
& cond reformation period of the church of Scot- 
& land, has been alledged as a reaſon why we 
&« ſhould make no change in the articles of church- 
& fellowſhip, which they approved. I ſee no rea- 
6 ſon why we ſhould be jealous for the reputation 
& of our fathers, either of the Seceſſion, or of the 
& ſecond reformation period of the church of Scot- 
& land. We need not be afraid, that their names 
cc will want renown among thoſe who are acquaint- 
« ed with the hiſtory of their actions, whilſt emi- 
tc nence in piety, in prudence, 1a courage, in faith, 
& js held in veneration.“ | 


* 


W. our obſervations, reſpecting our fathers, 


are very juſt. But, Sir, though we have no rea- 


ſon to be jealous for the reputation of our fathers, 
we have much reaſon to be jealous of our own in- 
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tegrity, if we ſhall violate our ordination engage- 
ments, without ſolid reaſons, which have not yet 
made their appearance. We are commanded to be 
followers of them, who, through faith and patience; 
are now inheriting the promiſes. 


I conſider it as unneceſſary to make any particu- 
lar reply to the queſtions you propoſe, reſpecting 
our veneration for our fathers, and concerning the 
conduck of our reforming anceſtors, becauſe all 
your queſtions proceed upon a mere ſuppoſition, 
that we, in an unchriſtian, and, indeed, unman- 
ly manner, follow our fathers,” without examining 
our principles, and judging for ourſelves. Such in- 
ſinuations are both unbrotherly, and very unjuſt, 
Bat, Sir, I will venture to affirm, that it is from a 
neglect to examine, without prejudice, our ſubordi- 
nate ſtandards, that profeſſors of religion deſire to 
have alterations in our Formula, or any changein our 
terms of communion. If we were more concerned, 
through grace, to have conformity to our Lord Je- 
fus Chriſt, we would entertaia a far higher eſteem 
for eminent piety, and for the faith once delivered 
to the ſaints. I do not expect that the church of 
Chriſt is, at any period, to derive any advantage 
from backſliding and apoſtacy in the miniſters or 
members of the church, nor from breach of ſolemn 
engagements, 
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L,—* The Weſtminſter Aſſembly itſelf declared 
6e all ſynods and councils to be fallible; the mem- 
& bers of it, certainly, did not mean to exclude them- 
„ ſelves from the number. To ſuppoſe that they 
c did, would be to load them with a very heavy 
« jmputation, which they were far from deſerv- 
„ ing.“ 


W. — To what purpofe, reverend Sir, is all 
fuch childiſh declamation? Are you not, by ſuch 
inſignificant reaſoning, amuſing yourſelf with the 
creature of your own imagination? Have you any 
reaſon to inſinuate, that any of your brethren, who 
cannot approve of alterations in the Formula, ever 
pretended, or indeed allowed, that ſynods and coun- 
cils are infallible ? They maintain the very contrary, 
according to the ſacred oracles, and according to 
our ſubordinate ſtandards. 


But, Sir, the point you ought to eſtabliſh, accor- 
ding to your modern principles, is not that ſynods 
and councils are fallible, but to make it evident, 
by ſcripture argument, that the Weſtminſter As- 
ſembly, in the compoſition of the Confe ſſion of 
Faith and Catechiſms, have fallen into error. 


It is unneceſſary to inform your reader, that the 
General Aftembly of the church of Scotland, when 
they received the Confeſſion and Catechiſms, were 
fallible; but to make it appear, that, in receiving 
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theſe, as the ſubordinate ſtandards of the church of 
Scotland, the Aſſembly bad fallen. We all allow, 
that our fathers in the Seceſſion were fallible; but, 
according to your principles, you ought make it ap- 
pear, that, in lifting up a teſtimony for the doc- 
trine, worſhip, diſcipline, and government of the 
covenanted church of Scotland, they had fallen. 
You have no occaſion to inform your fellow Chrif- 
tians, that at the time of your ordination you were 
fallible; but to make it appear, that, by making 
ſuch a profe ſſion, and entering into ſuch ſolemn en- 
gagements, you had fallen, That you then vowed 
to maintain, as a divine truth, what, upon better 
information, you have found not to be divine. Proof 
of all theſe propoſitions is neceſſary, but not vet of- 
fered to the public. Such proof will never be ob- 
tained, Voda are not warranted, without ſuch proof, 
to deteit any of the doQtrines contained in our ſub- 
ordinate ſtandards, nor to make any alterations in 
the Formula. But, Sir, you have given the moſt 
unequivocal evidence of your own failibility by your 
publication, You have fallen into error, in your 
doctrine, concerning our bleſſed Redeemer and the 
unjuſt ſteward. You have taught men, with pu- 
blicity, that the fins of our daily practice are uni- 
verially tolerated, as the inſeparable attendants of 
erring humanity in the beſt men, &c. &c. &c, 


I.. — What honour do the oppoſers of the o- 
« verture claim for our fathers, who adopted the 
« Weſtminſter Confeſſion of Faith.“ 
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W. We claim no undue honour for our fathers; 


and it is moſt indecent in you, to infinuate, that any 
of your brethren, either claim from others undue 
honours to our fathers, or that we ourſclves give 
them undue honours. We repel fuch ungenerous 
infinuations with contempt and indignation, becauſe 
they are unjuſt and ſinful. But, Sir, we claim, for 


the honour of our divine Lord and Maſter, that we 


ſhall continue to receive and obſerve, keep pure 
and entire all ſuch religious worſhip and ordinances 
as Jehovah hath appointed in his word, We de- 
mand, Sir, in our glorious Maſter's name, and we 
have a right to make ſuch a demand, that you ſhall 
ſtudy, through grace, to at with faithfulneſs to 
your ordination vows and engagements, We de- 
mand your conſcientious reipe& to the truths of 
God, not only in the Old and New Teſtaments, 
but alſo to theſe truths, as arranged in our 
ſubordinate ſtandards. You ſhall not be allowed 
to deteſt any of theſe truths, and continue in our 
church fellowthip. We demand, in the name of ali 
genuine oeceders, that their principles ſhall not be 
miſrepreſented, before the world, by malignant in- 
ſinuations, even in the publications of a profeſſor 
of divinity. | 


L.—* They ſurely do not mean to claim for thera 
s infallibility, If they do not, how can any man be 


& charged with diſreſpect to them, for diffcring in 
* ſome things from their judgment.“ 
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W.—You may differ from our fathers in any 
thing in which our fathers differed from the word 
of God. But, before you can, with innocence, differ 
from your own received principles, you mult be 
able to bring againſt them ſtronger arguments than 
have ever yet been uſed by the friends of altera- 
tions in the Formula. 


L.—* The zeal which ſome well-meaning per- 
ſons diſcover for their honour, would almoſt in- 
& duce me to compare them with thoſe frantic fol- 
„ lowers of Mahomet, who, upon the death of that 
& falſe apoſtle, threatened to kill any man who ſhould 
« ſay that their apoſtle, their interceſſor with God, 
% was dead. But the ſagacious Abu Becker redu- 
e ced them to reaſon, by theſe words, Is it Maho- 
* met, ſaid he, or the God of Mahomet, whom you 
& worſhip? The God of Mahomet liveth for ever; 
e but Mahomet was but a mortal like ourſclves ; 
„ and, according to his own prediction, he has ex- 
ce perienced the common fate of mortality.“ 


c 
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W.—Let our reverend fathers and brethren, 
and all our fellow Chriſtians in the Seceſſion, who 
cannot approve of alterations in the Formula, now 
attend to your reaſoning, reverend Sir. 


our brethren may be diſpoſed to ac- 
he propriety of your delicate and re- 


they may be diſpoſed to make it a matter of for- 
dearance. Are you really almoſt induced to com- 
pare the faithful in the Seceſſion to the frantic fol- 
lowers of Mahomet? Sometimes you repreſent us 
as Roman Catholics, and worſe than Roman Ca- 
tholics; now, you are almoſt induced to compare us 
with frantic Mahometans, 'This, Sir, 1s a very hum- 
bling repreſentation of your brethren indeed. It 
may be acknowledged among friends, that you 
have given the public a very pretty ſtory. 


Pray, Sir, could you give us any farther informa- 
tion concerning Mr. Abu Beker. It is moſt likely 
he was a profeſſor of divinity among the Mahome- 
tans, as he had ſo much ſagacity; perhaps he was 
not fit for any other ſtation or employment. Ir 1s 
very obvious, that he muſt have been very ſagaci- 
ous, when he made it evident beyond the poſſibility 
of a doubt, that Mahomet was dead, when that 
grand impoſtor had been for ſome time without life, 
and repoled in his coftin. Perhaps, reverend Sir, 
with the aſſiſtance of Mr. Abu Becker, you may be 
able to convince Seceders, that the fathers of the 
Seceſſion are now dead, and that, even when in 
life, they were not infallible, This compariſon, 
Sir, which you have made, only proceeds from the 
very great miſtakes of your judgment; and your 
giving this miſrepreſentation of them before the 
world, is one of the fins of your daily practice, 
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which you have ſaid are univerſally tolerated ; but 
you are in a very great miſtake. 


L. Page 25.— It is ſaid of the beaſt, that he o- 
* pened his mouth in blaſphemy, to blaſpheme 
them that dwell in heaven. By this blaſphemy 
* of them that dwell in heaven, ſome underſtand 
© the idolatrous worſhip given to departed ſaints 
* and angels. But can exceſhve veneration be cal- 
led blaſphemy, or evil ſpeaking, I believe, at 
&« leaſt, that theſe holy creatures are as much diſ- 
& pleaſed with undue honours given to themſelves, 
e as they would be with railing accuſations,” 


W.—Pray, Sir, do you really conſider it as in- 
nocent, to make fuch compariſons? Are you at 
liberty to repreſcut your brethren and fellow Chrif- 
tians in the Seceſſion, who are ſtedfaſt in their pro- 
feſſion, as like the beaſt who blaſphemes them who 
dwell in heaven? Is their conduct idolatrous? What 
ſatisfaction have you in your own mind in ſuch chil- 
diſh reaſoning, and ſuch unjuſt and ungenteel infi- 
nuations, concerning your brethren and fellow Chrif- 
tians? They ail wiſh you well; they all pray for 
you, and for your ſucceſs in your adminiſtrations 
in the goſpel. Why do you put ſuch uncharitable 
conſtructions upon our conduct, in oppoling your 
favourite alterations in the Formula, All we wiſh 
for, is, through grace, to be faithful to our Lord 
and Maſter, according to our profeſſion aud en- 


gagements. We earneſtly wiſh to promote the ſuc- 
ceſs of the goſpel, and to promote the ſalvation of 
periſhing ſinners, by handing down the truths of 
God pure and entite to fucceeding generations. 


Are we become your enemies, hecaule we hone{ily 


tell you the truth, and warn you faithfully of your 
danger, in departing from any of your received 
principles, or making alterations in the Formula. 


Sir, we have been injured by theſe alterations; 
and we have a right to complain of fome unconſti- 
tutional conduct of brethren, contrary to their moſt 
ſolemn engagements. Yet, in your publication, you 
have repreſented us in a very unfavourable manner 
indeed. 


* 
Alexander the Great found ſuch ſatisfaction in 
war, and conqueſt, that it is reported he wept, when 
he apprehended that the whole world was ſubdued 
by his arms, and that there were no kingdoms re- 
mained to be conquered. 


Are all the enemies of the truths of divine reve- 
lation completely filenced, that you ſhould open 
your batteries againſt the doQrines contained in our 
ſubordinate ſtandards? 


When the king of Syria ſent his armies to the 
field of battle againſt the Iſraelites, he gave com- 
mand to his princes, to fight neither with ſmall nor 


«6 


49 


great, but with the king of Iſtacl. Have you come 
to a fixed determination, that you will contend only 
with your own principles, and with your brethren ? 
Be upon your guard, reverend Sir, leſt the ſword, 
which you have drawn, enter into your own heart, 
and pierce your ſoul through with many ſorrows, 
when you (hall be brought to a clear perception 
of the melancholy conſequences of your conduct. 
The injury you have done to the intereſts of re- 
ligion, and the injury you have done to all in the 
Seceſſion; others, by your example, have the auda- 
city to ſpeak againſt the covenanted principles of 
the church of Scotland, in a manner, that I hum- 
bly apprehend, would give you, Sir, both grief 
and offence, There are ſome men, who throw 
fire-brands, arrows, and death, and, at the ſame 
time, pretend that they are only in ſport. You may 
reſt aſſured, Sir, that the oppoſers of alterations in 
the Formula are not worſhippers of ſaints departed, 
and the worſhip of God himſelf is neglected by 
many thouſands of ſinners; how dreadful is their 
ſin, and how imminent their danger? May the Lord 
awaken them to ſerious conſideration, and bring 
them to our Lord Jcſus Chriſt, 


IL. Page 25th. —* Paul and Barnabas rent their 
clothes, when divine honours were given to them 
at Lyſtra; and, ſurely, if Paul and Barnabas were 
now on earth, after they have attained. perfection 
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« in holineſs, they would be ſtill more diſpleaſed 
ce at the conduct of thoſe who join them in the of- 
6 fice of mediation with their beloved Saviour.“ 


| FA 

W.—Paul and Barnabas were faithful witneſs- 
bearers againſt backſliding and apoſtacy, even when 
in this world. If they were now on carth, in their 
ſtate of perfection in holineſs, they would very car- 
neſtly recommend ſtedfaſtneſs in the faith. I by no 
means apprehend that Paul] and Barnabas would ap- 
prove of alterations in our Formula. Gal. i. 8, 9. 
& But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach 
any other goſpel] unto you, than that which we 
have preached unto you, let him be accurſed.“ 
« As we ſaid before, fo ſay I now again, if any 
man preach any other goſpe] unto you, than that 
ye have received, let him be accurſed.“ Acts xi. 
22, 23, 24.—“ and they ſent forth Barnabas, that 
he ſhould go as ſar as Antioch, who, when he 
came, and had ſeen the grace of God, was glad, and 
exhorted them all, that with purpoſe of heart they 
would cleave unto the Lord; for he was a good 
man, and full of the Holy Ghoſt, and of faith; and 
much people was added unto the Lord.“ 


I earneſtly wiſh, reverend Sir, we had a Paul or 
a Barnabas to be our profeſſor of diviniy, in theſe 
declining times, when ſome modern proſeſſors of di- 
vinity are gone a whoring after independent prin- 
ciples, and new terms of communion, and altera. 
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tions in the Formula, to the diſturbance of the tran· 
quillity of the church of Chriſt, 


L. Page 25 —** And would not our pious fore. 
5 fathers. be equally diſpleaſed with their poſterity, 
* who think it a ſufficient argument of the ſoundneſs 
of any doctrine, or the rectitude of any religious 
© obſervances, that they were received by tradi- 
* tion from themſelves.“ 


W. — The application of theſe unmanly inſinua- 
tions, and very provoking inuendoes, is rather to 
yourſelf, and your greater part, than to the faithful 
ia the Seceſſion, Would not our pious forefathers 
be difpleaſed with Mr. Lawſon, and his greater 
part, who ſeem to conſider it a ſufficient argument 
of the unſoundneſs of any doctrine, and the impro- 
priety of any religious obſervance, that theſe had 


been tranſmitted to us by our godly forefathers. 


But, Sir, according to your reaſoning, I am war- 


ranted to aſk you, where our godly forefathers would 


ſind any of their poſterity to be the objects of their 
holy difpleaſure; only, I ſuppoſe, in your imagina- 
tion, and in your very queer publication, but not 


among the genuine friends of our ſubordinate ſtand- 


ards, who oppoſe alterations in the Formula. 


I muſt honeſtly inform you, Sir, that I conſider 
your inſiuuations as groundleſs calumnies againſt. 
your brethren and fellow Chriſtians, I can aſſure, 
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yon, Sir, and all the backſliders from our received 
principles, that we do not receive our ſubordinate 
ſtandards, ſimply, becauſe they have been tranſmit- 
ted to us by our godly forefathers, but becauſe we 
have received them from our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
We know that we have received them from our 
Lord Jeſus Chriit, becauſe we have with care exa- 
mined them by the word of Chriſt, and we have 
found them to be founded upon, and agreeable to 
the holy ſcriptures. We entertain no ſuſpicion, 
but all who examine the ſabordinate ſtandards of 
the covenanted church of Scotland, by the holy 
{criptures, without partiality, and without prejudice, 
will obtain ſatisfaction with theſe principles. 


L. Page 25.—* Does not an argument of this 
e kind proceed upon the ſuppoſition, that an im- 
“ plicit regard is du@to their ſentiments, and cer- 


« tainly an implicit regard to the ſentiments of the 
.** beſt and wiſeſt uninſpired men in the world is an 
“ afſcription of that honour to men, which is due 


* to God only? If it is not as real idolatry, as the 
«© worſhip of ſaints, it is a ſin of the ſame nature, 
e and of the like dangerous conſequences.” 


W.—When Rabt{hakeh, the ſervant of the king 
of Aſſyria, blaſphemed the God of Iſrael, and railed 
againſt the people of the Lord, the Jews anſwered 
him not a word; for the king's commandment was, 
ſaying, anſwer him not, Were you, Sir, a profeſ- 
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ſed ſervant of an Heathen Prince, I would not an- 
ſwer one ſingle word to your nailing infinuations a- 
gainſt your brethren. But, Sir, as you are the 
profeſſed ſervant of the Prince of the kings of the 
earth, I will endeavour to withſtand you to the 
face, becauſe you are very much to be blamed, for 
indulging yourſelf in conduct unworthy of the man, 
the ſcholar, or the diſciple of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
You have, by your very ungenteel inſinuations, re- 
preſented your brethren and fellow Chriſtians, as 
Roman Catholics, and worſe than Roman Catho- 
lics. You have, in the ſame ungenerous manner, 
repreſented them as the frantic followers of Maho- 
met. You have repreſented them, as like the beaſt 
that blaſphemes them who dwell in heaven. Now, 
you have, by your inſinuation, charged them with 
giving honour co men, which is die to God only, 
If the conduct of your brethren and fellow Chriſ- 
tians be not idolatry, as really as the worſhip of 
ſaints, you inform the world, that it is a fin of the 
ſame nature, and of the like dangerous tendency. 


We might let you continue to curſe, becauſe the 
Lord hath permitted you, and the great enemy of 
truth, and your own corruptions, have bidden you. 
Bur, Sir, are you not all along fighting with a man 
of ſtraw, and only filling your belly with the eaſſ wind, 
and you couſider the fins of your daily practice as 
univerſally tolerated? But this is a very great miſ- 
take of your judgment; we by no means believe, 
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that an implicit regard is due to the ſentiments of 
our fathers; neither do we believe, that an impli - 


cit regard is due to your ſuppoſitions againſt our all 
principles, nor to your unchriſtian accuſations of {h 
the lovers of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in the Seceſſion. by 
If the generation give an implicit attention to your PL 
miſrepreſentation of the ſentiments and condu of th 
the miniſters and private Chriſtians in the Seceſſion, 3 it 
who cannot approve of alterations in the Formula, | W 
they will, no doubt, conſider us as very unworthy 'Y/ aj 
profeſſors of religion. You have, Sir, either a very ne 
unjuſt opinion of your brethren, or you have a very yi 
| indifferent cauſe that ſtands in need of ſuch infiua- 0 
tions for its defence and ſupport. We will endea- 
| vour to continue, Sir, to walk in the way of truth 11 
and faithfulneſs, rather than in the way of back- cc 
ſliding, apoſtacy, and perjury, though we ſhould not 60 
have the countenance of thouſands of ſinners who 60 
do not believe ſome of the doctrines in our ſtandards 00 
to be true, nor the company of theſe nominal Se- \8-4 61 
ceders, who do not believe ſome of our terms of c 
© communion to be neceſſary, c 


L.—** But who are the men againſt whom we 


are now diſputing?” 


e 


W.— This, reverend Sir, is a moſt important 
queſtion; but I muſt acknowledge, I cannot an- 
ſwer your queſtion, I humbly apprehend, you 
could not receive ſatisfactory information, though 
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all the people were aſſembled from Dan to Beer- 
ſheba; no individual could anſwer your queſtion, 
by pointing out the men with whom you are dif- 
puting. You are, moſt undoubtedly, diſputing with 
the creature of your own imagination. But, Sir, 
it is perfectly obvious, to the meaneſt capacity, to 
whom you apply your inſinuations; but, Sir, your 
application, like your doctrine, is neither innocent 
nor ſalutary. We ſhall, however, for the time, allow 


you to indulge your foible, and proceed with our 
obſervations. 


L.—*Who is it that pleads the above-mentioned 
© argument, as a deciſive one? No man of ſenſe and 
e conſideration will do it; and yet there are many 
cc of the vulgar, who lay ſuch a ſtreſs upon it, or 
„ think and act ſo much under the influence of it, 
tc that it is neceſſary to ſet the weakneſs of it in a 
« ſtrong light. It is indeed the only argument 
c that you can hear from the mouths of many, 
« whoſe zeal againſt the overture is very warm.“ 


W. Have you now obtained ſatisfaction to your 
mind, when you have repreſented the oppoſers 
of the overture as men of no ſenſe, no conſide- 
ration. I have already ſaid, that it is no convin- 
cing evidence of your ſuperior ſenſe or conſidera- 
tion, either to inſinuate or ſuppoſe ſuch things a- 
gainſt your fellow Chriſtians, 
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Beſides, Sir, if you really believe that any of 
your brethren, who oppoſe the overture, are men 
of no ſenſe, no confideration; why ſhould a man, 
of your ſuppoſed ſuperior ſenſe and conſideration, 
continue to reaſon, or rather trifle, ſo much with ſuch 


inſignificant brethren, You have introduced a new 
term, Sir, among the friends of your principles, 


namely, the vULGAR, by whom we are, no doubt, 
to underſtand that part of the Chriſtian people, who 
have not the ſame degree of attainments as a pro- 
feſſor of divinity is at leaſt ſuppoſed to poſſeſs, ſuch 
a term may be read, without ſurpriſe, in the writ- 
ings of an Heathen poet, who informs the world, 
that he hated the profanum vulgus. But, Sir, it is 
very improper in the writings of a Chriſtian divine, 
It appzars rather to be unſcriptural, Matth. xi. 25, 
26. „At that time Jelus anſwered and ſaid, I thank 
thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, becauſe 
thou haſt hid theſe things from the wiſe and pru- 
dent, and haſt revealed them unto babes; even ſo, 
Father, for ſo it feemed good in thy ſight. 1 Cor. 
i. 27. God hath choſen the fooliſh things of the 
world to corfound the wile ; and God hath choſen 
the weak things of the world to confound the things 
which are mighty, and baſe things of the world, 


and things which are deſpiſed, hath God choſen: 


yea, and things which are not, ts bring to nought 
things that are, that no fleſh ſhould glory in his 
preſence.” A godly writer obſerves, that the Lord 
hath often better tenants in the humble cottages, 


aud the rent of praiſe much better paid than in the 
ſtately palaces of princes. Many of the Chriſtian 
people who have but a vety ſmall meaſure of hus 
man learning, have far more genuine piety than 
many of the learned. We ought 10 feed the lambs 
in the flocks of Chriſt with tenderneſs, and ſpeak 
of their ſcriptural principles with reverend attention. 
But, pray Sir, where have you acceſs to hear the 
ſentiments of the vulgar, whoſe zeal againſt the 
overture is very warm? I hope, Sir, there are yet 
a very great multitude of Chriſtians, whoſe zeal for 
the doQrine, wor ſhip, diſcipline, and government of 
the covenanted church of Scotland, is ſtill very warm, 
who will continue to oppoſe, with firmneſs, all back- 
fliding and apoſtacy from our principles and profeſ- 
ſion. We muſt have more evidence, before we will 
believe, that the Chriſtian people in the Seceſſion 
make uſe of no other arguments than what you 
have been pleaſed to mention. I have heard argu- 
ments advanced againſt our alterations, uſed by the 
Chriſtian people, that you are not able, with all your 
ſenſe and learning, to overturn, even with the aſ- 
ſiſtance of your greater part. I have no doubt, but 
judicious Chriſtians in the Seceſſion will yet cleave 
to our principles, though many of them may be 
for a time ſtumbled, and in ſuſpenſe. But why 
ſpend time in endedvouring to place . ſuch an argu- 
ment in a ſtrong light, to diſcover its weakneſs? the 
very mentioning of ſuch an argument ſufficiently 
exhibits the weakneſs of it, without uluſtration 


H 
\ 


38 


and, indeed, more ſo than all your reaſoning ; your 
reaſoning upon it is calculated to offend every ge- 
nerous mind; but it is impoſſible it can reach con- 
viction to the mind of one ſingle individual. May 
our God ſend forth his light and his truth, for our 
direction and comfort. I am, 


Reverend Sir, 
Your moſt obediem | 


humble ſervant. 
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[$ALAH xxx. 13» 


THEREFORE THIS INIDUITY SHALL BE ro YOU 48 
A BREACH READY TO FALL, SWELLING OUT IN 4 
HIGH WALL, WHOSE BREAKING.COMETH SUDDENLY - 
4 AN INSTANT, 


REVEREND SIR, 


You have no doubt peruſed the letter addreſſed 
to me by a ſociety of ſtone - poliſners. I have ſeen 
a manuſcript, containing a dialogue, by which that 
letter is reviewed. The authors of that letter, by 
their oppoſition to our principles, and enmity a- 
gainſt the truth, have brought much contempt upon 
the propoſed alterations in the Formula. It is time 
for you, reverend Sir, and all honeſt men, to aban« 
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don ſuch a diſhonourable cauſe, which is openly e- 
ſpouſed by a ſociety of profane ſtoge · poliſhers, in 
which ſociety, according to their own title page, a 
madman leads the blind. The enemies of truth 
have, in all ages, diſcovered much enmity againſt 
the orthodox, and all who have obtained grace to 
be faithful. When the judaizing teachers were 
making exertions, in a moſt impious manner, to 
pervert the goſpel of the bleſſed Jeſus; they vili- 
- fied and traduced the character of the great apoſtle 
of the Gentiles. Thoſe who have hoſtile deſigns a- 
gainſtothe city, cannot entertain any genuine favour 
for the faithful watchmen, who give warning of ap- 
proaching danger. This may account for the very 
unmanly attack made upon my publication by the 


deſpicable ſociety of ſtone-poliſhers, who, in the 


17th page of their pitiful pamphlet, have taken a 
public and formal farewel of Chriſtian charity, un- 
til they have finiſhed what they call their truly me- 
lancholy buſineſs. It muſt indeed be a truly melan- 
choly buſineſs which the ſtone-poliſhers are engaged 
in, and which they propoſe to finiſh without Chri- 


tian charity. 


Mr. Knox in his dialogue with Mr. Sharp, re- 
preſents the ſtone poliſhers as groſs idolaters, be- 
cauſe they pray to Chriſtian charity, and promiſe to 
kiſs the check of Chriſtian charity when they have 


hniſhed their truly melahcholy buſineſs. We read, 


in the 13th chapter of the propheſy, of Iloſea, and fe- 
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cond verſe, of idolaters kiſſing che calves. Now, 1 
humbly apprehend there is as much devotion and 
pleaſure to the idolater in kiſſing an Iriſh calf, as in 
kifling the check of Chtiſtian charity. I find alſo 
that the worſhippers- of Baal kiſſed their ſuppoſed 
.deity, £Kings/xix/18."" Let, I have left me ſeven 
thouſand in Iſracl, all the knees which have::not 
bowedwunto/Baal, and every mouth which hath not 
kiſſed him. This "plainly intimates that kiſſing 
Bal was a branch of his worſhip, obſerved by his 
deluded votatics. It is alſo obvious, that kiſſing 
the calves was a branch ef worſhip at Dan and Be- 
thel. Ihe ſtone-poliſhers promiſe to kiſs the cheek 
of Chriſtian charity, aſter they have finiſhed their 
truly melancholy buſineſs. I muſt acknowledge, 
that the prayer of the ſtone poliſhers to Chriſtian 
charity, brought to my remembrance the prayer of 
Friday to his maſter's gun. You have the ſtory in 
Robinſon Cruſoe. The poor ſavage, whoſe name 
was Friday, and this ſociety of flone-poliſhers, e- 
qually diſcover their ignorance of the qualities of 
their ſuppoſed deities. 


Poor Friday was not more ignorant of the quali- 
ties of his maſter's gun, than the ſtone pol ſners are 
ignorant of the nature and amiable qualities of 
Chriſtian charity. Poor Friday, the ſavage, prayed 
to his maſter's gun, that it would not ſhoot poor 
Friday. Ihe poor profane ſtone-poliſhers preſent 
an addreſs to. Chriſtian charity, and promiſe to kiſs 


the check of Chriſtian charity after they have fi- 
niſhed their truly melancholy, buſineſs, --- 


By peruſing the congratulary letter, Lam con- 
vinced, ſtill farther, of the juſtice and propriety of 
the remarks in the 179th page of my letters. That 
Satan, in carrying on his oppoſition to the reforma- 
tion principles of the covenanted church of Scot- 
land, is now obliged to change his ground and his 
manner of a:tack. - That he is come to the forlorn 
hope, or to what is ordinarily calicd the corps| de 
reſerve. He hath made an attack upon miniſterial 
faithfulneſs, and letters on covenanting, &c. by 
twelve {tone poliſhers. 


By the conduct of Satan, in employing the ſtane- 
poliſhers, he hath juitifed the proverb, “ That the 
devil will take little, or he loſe all:“ he hath accepted 
of the ſervice of twelve lone - poſiſhers, a a part of his 
corps de reſerve. By the conduct of the twelve ſtone- 
poliſhers, another proverb is exemplified, viz. “ That 
they run faſt whom the devil drives.“ The ſtone. 
poliſhers have run fait 1nd-ed, in their publication: 
they have publiſhed moſt deliberate falſchoods, 
which wiil be made appear, the Lord willing, in a 
ſubſequent publication. They have publiſhed the 
moſt unmanly perſonalities, which completely diſ- 
covers their meaaneſs of ſentiment, as well as their 
profanity. They have publiſhed grofs calumny, 
reſpe&:0g our godly reformers, and the principles 
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of the reformation. They have.publiſhed groſs ſlan · 
der, reſpecting the faithful in the — 


By their publication, they have n an- 
other proverb, namely, That the devil drives his 
hogs to a poor market. The ſtone poliſhers, con- 
trary to their own intention or expectation, have 
done much injury to their own diſhonourable cauſe 
of backſliding and apoſtacy: by their manner of 
writing they have expoſed their cauſe, as well as 
themſelves to contempt, both among Seceders and 
the friends of alterations in the Formula. Though 
they have concealed their names from the public, 
they bave exhibited the leading features of their 
manners, their character, and conduct in their con- 
tempti ble publication. The native and uncurable 
rudeneſs, and almoſt total want of feeling, which 
diſtinguiſhes ſome of the ſtone · poliſhers from all the 
refined part of mankind, and even from all who 
have any competent meaſure of common civiliza- 
tion is clearly diſplayed in their publication. 


In fine, when we heard of the formation of a ſo- 
ciety of malignants, with a deſign to anſwer my let- 
ters, we did expect rudeneſs and low buffoonry. 
A ſerious reply we had no reaſon to expect from 
a ſociety of ſuch a nature; for this we knew, they 
had neither ability nor inclination. But we never 
ſuſpected, that they would have diſcovered ſuch 
daring profanity. 2 Peter iii. 3. Knowing this firſt, 


that there ſhall come, in the laſt days, ſcaſters, walks 
ing after their owa luſts.“ What a mercy is it, that 
even profane mockers are invited to come to our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Prov. i. 22, 23. How long, 
ye fimple ones, wil ye love ſinplicity; and the 
ſcorners delight in their ſcorning, and fools hate 
knowledge? Turn you at my reproof: behold, I 
will pour out my Spirit unto you, I will make known 
my words unto you,” I bope, if you know the 
ſtone-poliſhers, you will give them your beſt ad- 
vice, to guard againſt ſuch finful conduct. Warn 
them ot their danger, and reprove them for their 
wickednels. 


I am happy to find, that in the dialogue Mr. 
Knox hath given ſome very ſuitable exhortations to 
the ſtone-poliſhers. Theſe may be unpleaſant to 
their minds, but they are very ſalutary and neceſ- 
ſary. I ſhall in my next continue my review of 
your publication. 1 am, in the mean time, 


Reverend Sir, 
Your moſt obedient 


humble fervant. 


